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 IOWA PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS 
 
The annual Prospective Plantings report published by USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service is based 
on the voluntary responses from nearly two thousand Iowa producers.  Data collection began February 28, with 
final interviews completed on March 19.  This report provides an indication of the acres farmers intend to plant.  
Actual plantings will depend greatly upon weather, economic conditions and the availability of production 
inputs at the time producers must make their final planting decisions. 
 
Corn: As of March 1, Iowa farmers intend to plant 14.6 million acres of corn for all purposes in 2012.  This is 
up 500,000 acres from 2011 and, if realized, would be the largest planted acreage on record.  The previous 
record, 14.4 million acres, was set in 1981. 
 
Soybeans: Producers intend to plant 8.80 million acres of soybeans in Iowa this year, down 6 percent from 
2011. If realized this would be only the second time in 18 years Iowa farmers will plant less than 9.00 million 
acres of soybeans. 
 
Oats: Farmers intend to plant 130,000 acres of oats for all purposes, up 10,000 acres from last year’s record 
low.  If realized, this would be the second smallest acreage on record. 
 
All Hay: Farmers in Iowa expect to harvest 1.15 million acres of hay for the 2012 crop year, up 10,000 acres 
from last year. If realized, this will be the second lowest in state history, trailing only 1.14 million acres last 





Prospective Plantings, March 1, Iowa and United States 
Crop 
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Soybean Stocks                                           
by Marketing Year, Iowa  

















Corn Stocks                                               
by Marketing Year, Iowa                                 
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IOWA GRAIN STOCKS 
 
Iowa corn stocks in all positions on March 1, 2012 totaled 1.29 billion bushels, up 1 percent from last year according to  the USDA 
National Agricultural Statistics Service – Grain Stocks report.  Of the total stocks, 57 percent were stored on-farm.  The December 
2011 - February 2012 indicated disappearance totaled 666 million bushels, 5 percent more than the 636 million bushels used during 
the same period last year. 
 
Iowa soybeans stored in all positions on March 1, 2012 totaled 295 million bushels, up 20 percent from the 246 million bushels on 
hand March 1, 2011.  Of the total stocks, 41 percent were stored on-farm.  Indicated disappearance for the December 2011 - February 
2012 period was 128 million bushels, 9 percent less than the 141 million bushels used during the same quarter last year. 
 
Iowa oat stocks stored in all positions on March 1, 2012 totaled 7.82 million bushels, up 15 percent from the 6.78 million bushels on 

























Stocks of Grain, March 1, Iowa and United States 
Position and Grain 











'12 as % 
of '11 
 (1,000 Bushels) (1,000 Bushels) (Percent) (1,000 Bushels) (1,000 Bushels) (Percent) 
On-Farm Stocks  .......................  
      Corn .....................................  
      Soybeans .............................  
      Oats  .....................................  
      Wheat  ..................................  
 
Off-Farm Stocks 
1  ....................  
      Corn .....................................  
      Soybeans .............................  
      Oats  .....................................  
      Wheat  ..................................  
 
Total Stocks  .............................  
      Corn .....................................  
      Soybeans .............................  
      Oats  .....................................  







































































































 (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.    
(X) Not applicable 
 1 Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehouses, terminals, and processors. 
  
IOWA HOGS & PIGS 
 
On March 1, 2012 there were 19.7 million hogs and pigs on Iowa farms according to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics 
Service –Hogs and Pigs report.  The March 1 inventory was up 4 percent from a year ago and became the highest March 1 inventory 
on record. 
 
The December 2011-February 2012 pig crop was 4.94 million head.  A total of 480,000 sows farrowed with an average litter size of 
10.3 pigs per sow. 
 
As of March 1, producers planned to farrow 485,000 head of sows and gilts in the March-May 2012 quarter. Farrowing intentions for 























Hogs and Pigs:  Breeding, Market, and Total Inventory By Selected States and United States, March 1, 2011-2012 
[Data may not add to totals due to rounding.] 
State 
Breeding Market Total 
2011 2012 
'12 as % 
of '11 
2011 2012 
'12 as % 
of '11 
2011 2012 
'12 as % 
of '11 
 (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (Percent) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (Percent) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (Percent) 
Illinois  ....................  
Iowa  ......................  
Minnesota  ..............  
Missouri  .................  
Nebraska  ...............  
North Carolina  .......  
 









































































Market Hogs and Pigs: Inventory Number by Weight Group, Selected States, and United States, 
March 1, 2011-2012 
[Data may not add to totals due to rounding.] 
State 
Under 50 lbs. 50-119 lbs. 120-179 lbs. 180 lbs. and over 
2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 
 (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) (1,000 Head) 
Illinois  ........................  
Iowa  ..........................  
Minnesota  ..................  
Missouri  .....................  
Nebraska  ...................  
North Carolina  ...........  
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Quarterly Market Hogs, Iowa,                            
2010 - 2012






















Quarterly Hog Inventory, Iowa,     
2010 - 2012
2010 Inventory 2011 Inventory 2012 Inventory
   
 
  
















All Products  .............. 
Crops  ....................... 
  Oilseeds  ................. 
  Feed Grains & Hay   
Lvstk  ........................ 
  Meat Animals  ......... 











































 1 Preliminary 









Corn  ............................... Bu 
Oats  ............................... Bu 
Soybeans  ....................... Bu 
Alfalfa, bales  ..................Ton 
All Hay, baled  ................Ton 
Hogs, all  ........................Cwt 
Sows  .............................Cwt 
Brw & Gilts  ....................Cwt 
Beef Cattle  ....................Cwt 
Cows  .............................Cwt 
Strs & Hfrs  .....................Cwt 
Calves  ...........................Cwt 
Milk Cows 2  .................... Hd 
Milk (whls)  .....................Cwt 














































 (NA) Not available. 1Preliminary   2 Prices published January, April, July, 
and October.     3  Eggs are mid-month prices. 
















Prices Paid 1  ......  
    Feed  ..............  
    Lvstk/Poultry  ..  
    Fertilizer  ........  
    Chemicals  .....  
    Fuels  .............  
    Ratio 2  ...........  

















































 (NA) Not available. 1Prices paid by farmers for commodities and 
services, interest, taxes, and farm wage rates.  2 Received/Paid     
3 Ratio of index of prices received to index of prices paid for 
commodities and services, interest, taxes, and farm wage rates. 










Corn  ................................ Bu 
Oats  ................................ Bu 
Soybeans  ........................ Bu 
Alfalfa, baled  ................. Ton 
All Hay, baled  ................ Ton 
Milk Cows2  .................... Cwt 






















 (NA) Not available. 
 1Preliminary  2 Prices published January, April, July, and October.          
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